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By Camm Ashford

Five years after the Civil War’s end
in 1865, the Tennessee Constitution was
amended to prohibit slavery--but one ex-
ception remained.

“That slavery and involuntary servi-
tude, except as a punishment for crime,
whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted, are forever prohibited in this
state,” Article 1, Section 33 of the Consti-
tution still says.

Now, following years of advocacy
and near unanimous and bipartisan sup-
port from state lawmakers, Tennessee
voters will have the chance to vote that
exception out.

“Tennessee voters need to be aware
of the proposed Constitutional amend-
ments on the ballot,” said Secretary of
State Tre Hargett. “Voters can view the
exact ballot language on our website in
order to be prepared to make informed
voting decisions.”

Amendment 3, which appears on the
Nov. 8 state and federal general election
ballot, would replace the Tennessee Con-
stitution’s conditional ban on slavery that
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has lingered for more than 150 years with
unequivocal language that says: “slavery
and involuntary servitude are forever pro-
hibited in this State.”

The measure received overwhelm-
ing support from Republican and Dem-
ocratic lawmakers. At the request of the
Department of Correction, a second sen-
tence was added: “Nothing in this section
shall prohibit an inmate from working
when the inmate has been duly convicted
of a crime.”

Proposed Constitutional amend-
ments are presented as yes or no ques-
tions. A yes vote is a vote to amend the
Constitution and adopt the proposed lan-
guage in the amendment. A no vote is a
vote not to amend the Constitution and
keep the current language in the Consti-
tution unchanged.

Two things must happen for an
amendment to pass and become part of
the Constitution. The first is the amend-
ment must get more yes votes than no
votes. The second is that the number of
yes votes must be a majority of the total

See Slavery Page 10

Organizers of the “Vote Yes on 3” campaign say it is long overdue to commemorate the promise of abolition in

the Tennessee Constitution.

ARE YOU EXCITED?

@CHATTNEWSCHRONICLE

VISIT WWW.CHATTNEWSCHRONICLE.COM
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NEW ARTICLES
ONLINE NOW!
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SCHUYLER "SKY" TRAUGHBER

THE HARVARD REPORT, SOUL MUSIC
AND THE AMERICAN DREAM

West

Chattanooga-Hamilton County Branch of the NAACP

presents

The 34™Annual

RUBY

THIS IS POWER
WE SHALL NOTBEM

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Dr. Glenda Glover is President of Tennessee State
University. Dr. Glover is also the current appointee to the US
President’s Board of Advisors on HBCUs and serves as Vice
Chair. In addition, Dr. Glover is the immediate past
International President and CEO of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc.

For more information and tickets
contact:

Mrs. Patricia Shackleford Gray,
Ruby Hurley Chair
(423) 227- 4883

Rev. Ann Jones Pierre,
President
(423) 364-6952
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Services:
- Wills & Trusts

Amanda N. Jelks
Licensed in TN and GA

- Probate
- Business
- Contracts

1615 Bailey Ave, Chattanooga, TN

®

LKS LAW
423.602.2230

jelkslaw.com

- Medicaid/Long-term care planning
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NORTH RIVER CORNER

Check out their lineup
of other great selections.

In 1972 CBS Records commissioned Harvard Business School and CBS
Black Music Marketing Director, Logan Westbrooks, to develop and for
CBS to implement, a “Study of the Soul Music Environment.” It was
intended to be a simple, productive “blueprint™ for Soul music. The result
was CBS Records receiving decades of praise for its contributions to an
era of strong music, along with employment in positions previously
denied to Blacks in the music industry, all the way to astonishing charges
of corporate collusion, racism, payoffs, and greed for the enrichment of
White corporate America at the expense of powerful, Black-owned,
self-distributed record labels like Stax and Motown. Dr. Westbrooks and
Schuyler “Sky” Traughber take us on an historical music business roller
coaster ride of personal and public domain stories. It covers decades of
controversial revelations of how “The Harvard Report” may or may not
have lived up to its reputation of being both Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde—the
Savior and the Demon—of what Black Music became during this
tumultuous period culminating in the uncertain state of Black Music
today. Questions...did CBS Records set the wheels in motion for the
demise of smaller Black-owned record labels? Or was it an inevitability?
POWER 101 offers answers and food for thought.
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100 West Bell Ave
(Corner of Spears and West Bell Avenue)

(423)266-5006
OPEN
Monday-Friday 7am-9pm
Saturday 9am-9pm
Sunday 10am-4pm

“The BLT is my favorite
Sandwich. This is by far
the best BLT I've ever had!”

— John L. Edwards, IlI,
Chattanooga News Chronicle




