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Grand Rapids, Michigan — What
does Juneteenth reveal about the na-
ture of the struggle for freedom? How
did a bible that was used to justify
slavery become an inspiration for lib-
eration? In Juneteenth: Faith and Free-
dom, viewers are taken on a riveting
journey that provides answers to these
questions and more as it presents first-
hand accounts of descendants of those
emancipated during this significant
time in our nation’s history. The film
is available June 7, 2022 on YouTube.

Juneteenth is the first new federal
holiday created by the United States
Congress in nearly four decades. As
interest in this holiday grows, June-
teenth: Faith and Freedom is an illu-
minating tool for deep understanding
and thoughtful perspectives about the
complex history of race, slavery, and
faith in America.

“As we began our research, we
learned more about the depth of faith
stories and biblical convictions includ-
ed in the first celebration of the day
and the many subsequent celebrations.
We want to make sure that the Chris-
tian faith roots and worldview of the
men and women who began celebrat-
ing this day are not lost in celebrations
of the holiday. In our research, we also
learned an interesting fact: Ms. Opal
Lee, who urged Congress to recog-
nize Juneteenth, is a faithful follower of
Jesus and reader of Our Daily Bread,”
says Dr. Matt Lucas, CEO and presi-
dent of Our Daily Bread Ministries.

In Juneteenth: Faith and Freedom,
Our Daily Bread Ministries’ Rasool
Berry brings viewers on a journey of
discovery as he explores how June-
teenth unfolded in Galveston, Texas,
where the celebration originated. Berry
visits historical sites and talks to schol-
ars, advocates, direct descendants of
formerly enslaved people, as well as the
“grandmother of Juneteenth,” Ms. Opal
Lee. They uncover what actually hap-
pened on June 19, 1865 and discuss the
community response, the aftermath of
events, and what happens next.

These direct accounts are priceless
pieces of American history weaved to-
gether to tell a story of faith, hope, re-
silience, and perseverance. Juneteenth:
Faith and Freedom is emotional, evoca-
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tive, inspirational, and educational; it is
necessary viewing for groups and indi-
viduals interested in the history of June-
teenth, and its vital intersection with the
Christian faith.

“The first celebration of what has
become known as Juneteenth took place
at a church in Galveston, and I discov-
ered that people who were closest to it
understood their emancipation on spir-
itual terms. To really understand that
story, we need to grasp their perspective
on their own emancipation. The church
is where the story starts, but that’s not
where the faith component ends. The
role of the Black church in establishing
communities was really vital, I discov-
ered,” says Berry.

Directed by Ya’Ke Smith, a rising
voice in independent cinema who is cel-
ebrated for his “unflinching and vera-
cious style of storytelling,” Juneteenth:
Faith and Freedom is presented by the
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Our Daily Bread Voices Collection and
Our Daily Bread Media in association
with Exodus Filmworks and the Jude 3
Project.

Smith says, “You can’t tell the sto-
ry of Juneteenth without faith playing
a prominent role, because faith is cen-
tral to the narrative. It was in the songs
sung, it was in the heart of everyone
who escaped a plantation and ran to-
wards freedom, it has always been the
one thing that the oppressed had ac-
cess to and that no one could take from
them. Faith for Black peoples was, is,
and will always be the unspoken lan-
guage of freedom and survival. It is the
Juneteenth story.”
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IN THE HUDDLE

with Coach Jennings

Use Your Words

— TODAY'S SCRIPTURE
(Matthew 12:36, NLT)
And I tell you this, you must
give an account on judgment
day for every idle word you
speak.

-~ TODAY'S WORD

JESUS says that we will give
account for every “idle word” we
speak, which means negative,
discouraging, condescending,
hurtful words. You’ve heard
the saying to make your words
sweet, for one day you’re going
to have to eat them. When we
come to the end of life, GOD
is going to ask, “Did you love
the spouse and children whom
I gave you? Did you help
them grow, to become more
confident? Are they happier,
stronger, more successful?” If
they are not better from being
with you, you need to step it
up a notch. Check up on what
you’re saying. Every time you
say, “I love you. I'm proud of
you. I’'m so glad your mine,” not
only will they get stronger, but
you are moving them toward
their purpose. Use your words
to bless them and to put people
on their feet, to make them feel
better about themselves. It’s
amazing how a few sentences
can breathe life into others’
spirits, lifting them up, giving
them strength and joy.

— PRAYER FOR TODAY

FATHER, thank YOU that
YOU have given me the power
of words to lift others up. All
through the day help me to
speak words of blessing and
love and to give encouragement
to those around me. Help me to
develop this habit of speaking
life-giving words. In JESUS’
Name, Amen.

Lurone “Coach” Jennings
Mary Walker Foundation
Executive Director
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CHATTANDOOGA AFRICAN AMERICAN MUSEUM
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CHATTANOOGA'S
LACK QOUNDTRACK

JUNE 25, 2022
10AM-5PM

HORRNS

NORTH RIVER CORNER
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100 West Bell Ave
(Corner of Spears and West Bell Avenue)

(423)266-5006
OPEN
Monday-Friday 7am-9pm
Saturday 9am-9pm
Sunday 10am-4pm

Check out their lineup
of other great selections.

“The BLT is my favorite
Sandwich. This is by far
the best BLT I've ever had!”

— John L. Edwards, lll,
Chattanooga News Chronicle

Free Museum Admission, Food Trucks, and Music!
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