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PASTORAL VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT
New Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 809 Martin Luther 

King Jr Blvd, Chattanooga, TN is seeking a Pastor who has 
been called to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ; to feed the 
flock of God and oversee the ministries of the church; to 
serve as teacher and shepherd of the congregation and as the 
administrator of church operations. 

The Church desires a pastor who will rely on the Holy 
Spirit and lead by following Jesus’ principles, commands, and 
statutes, as described in I Timothy 3:1-7 and Titus 1:5-9. 

We seek a pastor who will lead by example through Christ-
like character, personal integrity, and individual discipleship.

 All Interested Applicants Please Submit Your Resume by 
June 15, 2022 to the following address:

Attention:  Pastoral Search Committee Chairperson
New Zion Missionary Baptist Church

PO Box 686
Chattanooga, TN  37401

The Pastoral Search Committee will acknowledge and respond to 
all resume’ submissions. All information will be kept confidential.

SERVICES:

(423) 622-9995
1101 Dodds Avenue Chattanooga TN 37404 www.JOHNPFRANKLIN.com

Caskets, Vaults & Urns
Notary Public
Cremation Services
Personalized Funeral and 
Memorial Tributes

Transport Services
Funeral Program Design & Printing
Domestic & International Shipping
Prearranged Funeral Plans

Advantage Funeral & Cremation 
Services Franklin-Strickland Chapel 
is a full-service funeral home offering 
a huge banquet room, chapel with 
plenty of seating options, multiple 
staterooms and pre-arrangments 
and personalization services. Our 
multicultural establishment has a 
diverse staff who are qualified to 
serve you in every aspect of the 
funeral business, continuing the 
long tradition of the Advantage 
Franklin-Strickland name. 

Bradley Wikley & Felicia Lashley-Verrett

We accept all life insurance policies
and pre-arrangments from 

other funeral homes. 
Notary Services avaliable

Advantage Funeral Home
1724 McCallie Ave. 

423.265.4414

Nationwide — Valaysia Smith, a 
15-year-old from Ouachita Parish in Mon-
roe Louisiana, is making her mark in history 
as the first from her hometown to receive 
the Congress of Future Medical Leaders 
Award of Excellence. Smith was chosen 
to be a Delegate to the Congress of Future 
Medical Leaders based on her superior ac-
ademic achievement, leadership potential, 
and determination to serve humanity in the 
field of medicine. The honor was issued by 
The National Academy of Future Physi-
cians and Medical Scientists.

The Congress is an honors-only pro-
gram for high school students who want 
to become physicians or go into medical 
research fields. The voracious student who 
holds a 3.9 GPA, plans to major in Biomed-
ical Engineering when she attends college. 
She would like to matriculate at either Lou-
isiana Tech University, Howard University, 
or Louisiana State University.

During the two-day conference held 
in October 2021, she joined students from 
across the country and heard Nobel Laure-
ates and National Medal of Science Win-

ners talk about leading medical research; 
was given advice from Ivy League and top 
medical school deans on what to expect in 
medical school; witnessed stories told by 
patients who are living medical miracles; 
became inspired by fellow teen medical 
science prodigies; and learned about cut-
ting-edge advances and the future in med-
icine and medical technology. In addition 
to her award of excellence, Smith received 
college credit for attending the event.

According to a statement from a press 
release from The National Academy of Fu-
ture Physicians and Medical Scientists:

“This is a crucial time in America when 
we need more doctors and medical scientists 
who are even better prepared for a future 
that is changing exponentially. Focused, 
bright and determined students like Valaysia 
Smith are our future and she deserves all the 
mentoring and guidance we can give her.”

Along with her interest in the medical 
field, Smith has multiple talents. She enjoys 
drawing, reading and writing as well act-
ing and modeling. She also loves learning 
foreign languages and playing the piano 

and violin. The aspiring author is currently 
finishing her debut novel, a sci-fi fantasy, 
while also contributing a column for teens 
to her local newspaper, the Monroe Free 
Press. Active since her early childhood, she 
was once a member of an All-Star Cheer-
leading team.

In 2018, she received the Teen Busi-
ness Award from the Global Power Tour for 
Women of Power by Women CEO Project 
for her online boutique, Unicorn Kingdom. 
Prior to closing due to the pandemic, it of-
fered unicorn-themed, jewelry, clothing, ac-
cessories, decorations, and stuffed animals.

As Smith continues to accomplish 
more milestones, her mother, Lavandolyn 
Smith is excited about her daughter’s future 
opportunities including a chance to study 
abroad in Vietnam. “I am beyond proud of 
her. She deserves it. It has given her even 
more grit to keep pushing forward on the 
dreams and goals that she has set for her-
self. We all want to be recognized for our 
hard work,” she says.

Driven to achieve her dreams, Smith 
whose deceased father, William B. Smith, 

was a United State Air Force veteran, pas-
sionately strives toward her purpose.

“You should always be the one hold-
ing the torch for others. I love the fact that I 
will be able to help others and save lives one 
day,” she says

Black Teen Prodigy Makes History as the First Delegate to the 
Congress of Future Medical Leaders from Monroe, Louisiana


