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when reporters on Air Force One 
asked if anyone specific may have in-
spired the mass murder of 10 people 
at a Buffalo supermarket Saturday by 
suspected white supremacist Payton 
Gendron, 18.

“The people who spread this filth 
know who they are and they should be 
ashamed of themselves,” Jean-Pierre 
said. “But I’m not going to give them 
or their noxious ideas they’re push-
ing the attention that they desperately 
want.”

Of the 13 people in total who were 
shot, 11 were black and Gendron out-
lined his bigoted views in a 180-page 
manifesto.

Remembering and Honoring the 
lives of

Aaron Salter was a beloved 
community member and security 
guard who knew the shoppers of Tops 
Friendly Market by name. When they 
came under attack from a gunman 
with a rifle, he sprang into action.

Salter, a retired Buffalo police of-
ficer, fired multiple times at the attack-
er, who was wearing an armor-plated 

vest. The attacker was struck at least 
once but the bullet didn’t pierce his 
vest. Salter, 55, was shot and killed.

“He’s a true hero, and we don’t 
know what he prevented. There could 
have been more victims if not for his 
actions. He’s been retired for several 
years. He’s been a beloved member 
and employee of Tops here, working 
security and he went down fighting. 
We’re sure he saved lives yesterday.” 
Buffalo Police Commissioner Joseph 
Gramaglia 

 Andre Mackneil, 53, of Auburn, 
New York, was in town visiting rel-
atives and was picking up a surprise 
birthday cake for his grandson.

“He never came out with the 
cake,” Clarissa Alston-McCutcheon 
said of her cousin. She said this sort of 
surprise was typical for him. He was 
“just a loving and caring guy. Loved 
family. Was always there for his fam-
ily.”

Ruth Whitfield was the 86-year-
old mother of retired Buffalo Fire 
Commissioner Garnell Whitfield. The 
“beloved wife, mother and grand-
mother was the primary caretaker of 
her husband and was coming back 
visiting him at a nursing home when 

she was killed in the shooting.”
Garnell said, “It’s very difficult. 

This is just surreal. We are in a place 
that we never expected to be. My 
mother was the glue that held us to-
gether.”

Pearl Young, 77, was a member 
of Good Samaritan Church of God in 
Christ for over 50 years.James Pen-
nington described her as someone 
who enjoyed being happy and enjoyed 
making other people happy.

 AMANDA DRURY /Roberta 
Drury had recently returned home to 
live with her mother, Dezzelynn Mc-
Duffie, who told The Buffalo News 
that the 32-year-old woman — the 
youngest of the people slain — had 
walked to Tops to pick up some gro-
ceries Saturday afternoon. Soon, Mc-
Duffie saw horrifying videos circulat-
ing on social media that appeared to 
show the gunman shooting her daugh-
ter just outside the store.

She had recently been helping her 
brother recover from a bone marrow 
transplant.

 Katherine Massey was 72. Her 
sister, Barbara Massey, called her “a 
beautiful soul.”

Heyward Patterson, 67, was a 

deacon at a nearby church. He’d gone 
by the church’s soup kitchen before 
heading to the supermarket, where he 
offered an informal taxi service driv-
ing people home with their bags.

“From what I understand, he was 
assisting somebody putting their gro-
ceries in their car when he was shot 
and killed,” said Pastor Russell Bell 
of State Tabernacle Church of God in 
Christ.

 Celestine Chaney,  65, was a 
breast cancer survivor, prompting her 
family to ask people to wear pink rib-
bons in her honor. She shopped twice 
a month with her only son, Wayne 
Jones.

Margus Morrison was 52 and 
for the last four years worked as a bus 
aid for First Student.

“He loved kids and kids gravitat-
ed to him. He loved his job and would 
almost never call in,” recalled Regina 
Patterson, Morrison’s companion for 
25 years and with whom he had three 
children.

Geraldine Talley was 62 years 
old and from Buffalo.

guardians of the more than 50 rising 
9th-12th graders who will be attend-
ing the Christian and work-based en-
richment camp June 6-July 15.

Mary Walker Foundation Ex-
ecutive Director and Chronicle Me-
dia Group Senior Advisor “Coach” 
Lurone Jennings Sr. said Camp 
REACH is built on the tenets of “fam-
ily engagement and parental support.” 
It will offer students instruction in 
leadership skills, basic life and work 
skills, vocational skills (house paint-
ing), music and art, journalism, and 
transportation logistics through a part-
nership with Network Transport in 
East Brainerd.

The Mary Walker Historical and 
Educational Foundation is an affiliate 
of the Chronicle Media Group. 

Camp REACH will take place 
Monday-Thursday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. 
at Hope City Church, 7 North Tuxe-
do Ave. Students will be paid a $150 
stipend every week for 6 weeks, if 

they successfully complete all assign-
ments.

When setting up Camp REACH, 
Coach Jennings took into consider-
ation his own experiences and obser-
vations as a young man growing up 
in Chattanooga more than 40 years 
ago--a time when inner city families 
were facing some of the same issues 
struggling families still face today--il-
literacy, poor education, family aban-
donment, drug and alcohol abuse, 
violence, crime, poverty, high unem-
ployment and high prison population. 

Jennings said over the years he 
has developed a passion for urban 
transformation using “real and prac-
tical ways,” and believes in empow-
erment through a Biblical perspective 
that includes financial stewardship 
and literacy. 

“I grew up very challenged and 
poor, so I know what it’s like not to 
have enough to make ends meet,” 
Coach Jennings explained. “That’s 
why I dedicated my life to helping 
others who have come through some 
of the same situations that I have.”

Camp REACH staff includes: 
Gary Cogar, painting; Timiethea Del-
aney, music; Scott Garinger, logistics; 
Carol Hunter, finance; Willie Kitch-
ens Jr., music; Keisha Moore, parent 
coordinator; Independence (Kansas) 
Community College Professor LaTo-
nya Pinkard, academic dean; Yolanda 
Putman, journalism; and Elizabeth 
Tallman, assistant. 

Mary Walker was born in 1848 
In Union Springs, Alabama, and was 
enslaved until she was 15, when the 
Emancipation Proclamation was 
signed In 1863. She was married and 
had her first child by the age of 20. 
Walker and her family relocated to 
Chattanooga in 1917. By the age of 
114, Walker had lost all three of her 
children as well as her husband.

In 1963, at the extraordinary age 
of 116, Walker enlisted in the Chat-
tanooga Area Literacy Movement 
(CALM), where she was taught by 
volunteer teacher Helen Kelly to read, 
write, add, and subtract in a one-hour 
lesson two times a week for more than 
a year. As a former slave, once forbid-

den to learn reading and writing, she 
had finally met her lifelong goal.

Walker, who lived through 26 
presidents, was awarded numerous 
medals and accolades for her endur-
ance and determination, and was cer-
tified as the “Nation’s Oldest Student” 
by the U.S. Department of Health, Ed-
ucation, and Welfare.

Following her death in 1969, the 
city of Chattanooga renamed the re-
tirement home in which she lived the 
Mary Walker Towers, and built a me-
morial at 3031 Wilcox Blvd. to honor 
her life.

The Mary Walker Historical and 
Educational Foundation has been in 
operation since it was established 
in 1970 by the Rev. John Loyd  Ed-
wards,Jr., father of Chattanooga News 
Chronicle founder and President John 
L. Edwards III. Its mission is “to help 
alleviate poverty for all Chattanoo-
ga citizens and help create economic 
stability through literacy training and 
educational activities.”
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given to grant applications that ex-
plored TVA’s primary areas of focus: 
environment, energy, economic and 
career development and community 
problem-solving as well as pandemic 
related projects. 

Chattanooga School for the Arts 
& Sciences won a $5,000 grant stu-
dents will use for several design proj-

ects. East Hamilton Middle won a 
$5,000 grant to create a podcast lab. 
Soddy Daisy Middle won a $5,000 
grant to teach students to code and 
fly drones. And Westview Elementary 
won $5,000 to purchase 3D printers 
which will help solve a challenge for 
the school. 

The other awards this year in-
clude: Lakeview Middle won a 
$5,000 grant to buy a laser cutter and 
a 3D resin printer; Ridgeland High 

won a $3,500 grant for its Robot-
ics team which has qualified for the 
world championship in Dallas this 
month; STEM School Chattanooga 
won a $3,500 grant for its chemistry 
lab; Lookout Valley Elementary won 
a $2,500 grant to buy 3D printers; 
Tyner Academy won a $2,500 grant 
to start a “Girls who Code” chapter 
and Hamilton County Schools won 
a $2,500 grant to help teach students 
science through a cooking class with 

a mobile kitchen. 
Hamilton County Schools also 

won a $1,500 grant to create Fast For-
ward Career Kits to help teach 3rd-5th 
graders about skills taught at Hamil-
ton County’s Future Ready Institutes 
so students will be ready to choose a 
middle/high school that focuses on an 
area of interest.   

Since 2018, TVA and BVI have 
awarded nearly $2 million in STEM 
grants to support local education.

By Camm Ashford 
Students at Brainerd High School 

were able to obtain valuable informa-
tion on education preparation, train-
ing and personal qualities needed for 
a variety of occupations on Tuesday 
during a Career Expo.

The networking event was held 
from 8:30 a.m.-1 p.m. in the school 
gymnasium, 1020 N. Moore Rd. 

Around 25 vendors participated, 
including: BlueSky Institute, Boys 
and Girls Club of Chattanooga, Chat-
tanooga Fire Department, Chattanoo-
ga Police Department, Chattanooga 
State Community College, Food City, 
Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office, 
Harrison Bay State Park, Orange 
Grove Center, the University of Ten-

nessee at Chattanooga and West Star 
Aviation, among others.

Maurquez Thompson, a junior at 
Brainerd High School, noted that ca-
reer exploration is an important part 
of the high school experience, wheth-
er students are pursuing entrance into 
a career or selecting a college major. 

“This Career Expo is an excellent 
opportunity for my peers and I to ex-
plore and utilize resources available 
to us in order to prepare for post-sec-
ondary options,” he said.

The 17-year-old Thompson plans 
to attend the University of Chicago to 
pursue a double major in political sci-
ence and pre-law, and minor in either 
English or history. One day he hopes 
to become a federal judge. 

Bria Sibley, Community For-
ward schools coordinator at Brainerd 
High School, is one of the organizers 

of the Career Expo. She pointed out 
that firsthand contact with successful 
industry leaders is an ideal way for 
students to begin to understand and be 
inspired by a profession.

Community Forward is a collab-
oration between Hamilton County 
Schools and the city of Chattanooga, 
and seeks to strengthen students and 
families by removing barriers and cre-
ating opportunities through embedded 
wrap-around services and high quality 
programs.

According to its website, “Com-
munity Forward relies on strong part-
nerships between schools, families, 
and the community to provide the 
necessary support to all students in or-
der for them to thrive and experience 
a future without limits.” Members of the Chattanooga Fire Department attend 

the Brainerd High School Career Expo to educate 
students on how they can become a firefighter. 

Date Event Title Time Location Tickets
Saturday, June 4th RGB Ball (Red, Black & Green) Formal 6:30 PM Cocktails; 7:00 Dinner; 8:00 Awards; 

9:00 Dance
Chattanooga Theatre Centre, 400 River Street Visit our website to purchase 

tickets
Sunday, June 5th Elizabeth Catlett Visual Arts Exhibition: “The Fire Next Time” - A 

Tribute to James Baldwin Opening Reception, Lecture by Jody 
Harris and Artist Talk

5:00 PM The Chattanooga Theatre Centre, 400 River Street FREE

Thursday, June 9th Featured Artist La-Tesia Danielle Exhibition Opening Reception 6:00 PM Proof Bar & Restaurant, 422 East MLK Blvd. FREE
Friday, June 10th Opening Night of August Wilson’s “Joe Turner’s Come & Gone” Reception at 7:00 PM– Curtain at 8:00 PM Chattanooga Theatre Centre Circle Theatre, 400 River 

Street
$25 Information on how to buy 
tickets at 
BlackArtsAndIdeasFest.com

Saturday, June 11th Writer’s Workshop with Erika Roberts 10:00 AM – 1:00 PM Chattanooga Theatre Center Main Lobby, 400 River 
Street

Pay What You Can - $10 
Suggested donation

Saturday, June 11th Literary Lounge with Rhyme N Chatt 2:00 PM – 6:00 PM Chattanooga Theatre Centre Main Lobby, 400 River 
Street

FREE

Saturday, June 11th Shades of Poetry Showcase – A Tribute to James Baldwin 8:00 PM – 11:00 PM Chattanooga Theatre Centre Main Stage, 400 River 
Street

$20 w/drink ticket

Sunday, June 12th Sip, Paint & Spit: Poetry meets Paint Lead by Black Arts Festival 
featured artist La-Tesia Poole

3:00 PM – 6:00PM Chattanooga Theatre Centre, 400 River Street $25 Includes Wine

Sunday, June 12th August Wilson’s Joe Turner Come & Gone Lecture Play starts at 2:30 PM Lecture to follow 
around 4:30

Chattanooga Theatre Centre Circle Theatre, 400 River 
Street

$25 – CTC Box Office / 
TheatreCenter.com

Thursday, June 16th “Peeing in a Soda Bottle” A New Play By E. Claudette 
Featuring Kim Reynolds

6:30 Chattanooga Theatre Centre Circle Theatre, 400 River 
Street

Pay What You Can - $10+ 
suggested donation

Friday, June 17th An Intimate Evening With Las Vegas Spoken Word Artist Obbie 
West

8:00 PM – 10:00 PM Chattanooga Theatre Centre Main Stage, 400 River 
Street

Visit Our Website to Purchase

Saturday, June 18th Scratching Your Roots: Genealogy Workshop with Mrs. Gwen 
Davis.

10:00 AM The Chattanooga Public Library, 1001 Broad Street FREE

Saturday, June 18th Juba Dance Festival: Featuring the D. William Dance Academy 
Featuring Crystal Newman & Co.

4:00 PM The Chattanooga Theatre Centre, 400 River Street $10

Saturday, June 18th Legacy Music Festival – Tribute to the Harlem Cultural Festival, 
“The Summer of Soul”.

8:00 PM Miller Park, 910 Market Street

Sunday, June 19th Inaugural BCBSTennessee Juneteenth Freedom Run & Mrs. Opel 
Lee Walk

8:00 AM Half Marathon Run – 9:00 AM Walk The Howard School, 2500 South Market Visit our Website to register

Sunday, June 19th 3rd BDM Father’s Day Gospel Jazz Brunch Featuring Melvin Miller 12:30 Bruch, 2:00 Concert Waterhouse Pavilion in Miller Park, 850 Market Street Visit Our Website
Sunday, June 19th Juneteenth Commemoration Ceremony & Concert with Ruben 

Studdard
7:00 PM The Chamberlin Pavilion on the UTC campus FREE

Monday, June 20th – 23rd RNC Fresh Out the Shoebox open mic and youth writing workshop 6:00 PM – 8:00 PM The EDNEY Innovation Center, 1100 Market Street TBDS
Friday, June 24th Workshopping of “And Then Freedom”, An original play by 

Sadiqua Inman
7:00 PM The Howard School FREE, donations accepted

Friday, June 24th RNC’s Young Black Voices Poetry Showcase 7:00 – 9:00PM The Howard School, 2500 Market Street TBD
Saturday, June 25th Oscar Michaux Black Film Festival Tribute to Sidney Poitier 12:00 Noon – 11:00 PM The Howard School, 2500 Market Street Pay What You Can $10 

Recommended Donation

5th Annual Black Arts Festival Schedule of Events 


