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GREATER BRAINERD DENTAL

MR. T's. BARBER SHOP
Open Tue.-Sat. 10am-6pm

Greater Brainerd Dental,
Dr. Robert J. Clark
5612 Brainerd Rd., Suite 100,
Chattanooga, TN 37411

HERMAN’S SOUL FOOD & CATERING
SOUTHERN COOKING AT ITS FINEST

423-485-1000 '

Accepting most PPO insurances
including Blue Care Plus and -

United HealthCare Dual Complete > ;, _-
4270 #A B

3821 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN

Accepting new patients
/ (423) 624-5715
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Walk-In Tubs

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE!
SAVE $1,500

v EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

v/ SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design,
wide door, built-in safety bar and
textured floor provides a safer bathing
experience.

v/ PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®
TECHNOLOGY

v LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

v/ 44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we've seen.

Faye’s
Notary Service

— SERVICING
611 E ML King Blvd. Suite 201 o East Ridge
g a: === American Standard
Chattanoagg, TR 3708 Finatiztg:)iimasr?:;ﬁ;ble’ ) FARE! (et Vel Soddy Daisy
Red Bank
(423) 400_9858 Limited Time Offer! Call Today! Hamilton County
877-684- 1 1 90 o Collegedale
8
10-2pm (call for appointments) Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/chatnews A [423] 413'1090
o Ask for Toney Boston

Black Teen From Florida Earns $4M in
Scholarships, Accepted to 27 Universities

Nationwide — Jonathan Walker,
a teenager from Panama City, Flor-
ida, has been accepted to all the 27
universities to which he applied. He
also received a total of more than $4 |
million in scholarships.

“It’s so crazy to think about that
I applied to all these colleges and |
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@ got in,” Walker told ABC7.

Walker, who is a senior at Ruth-
erford High School, doesn’t only ex-
cel academically. He is a member of
the varsity football team as well as
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the IB program and the science club.

Walker also enjoys creating as-
sistive devices. He invented a device
that helps people who are blind and/
or deaf.

Most recently, he has been ac-
cepted to 27 schools including the
University of Pennsylvania, Har-
vard, MIT, Yale, and John Hopkins.
He plans on double majoring in elec-
trical engineering and biomedical
engineering as he aims to develop

technology that would mainly help
disabled people.

With all the achievements he re-
ceived, Walker said all he could feel
was gratitude. He also credits his suc-
cess to his family.

“I really do look up to them be-
cause like they showed me what it’s
like to be passionate about some-
thing,” he said.

Health Insurance Coverage For Kids Through Medicaid & CHIP Helps Their Moms Too

By Sebastian Tello-Trillo
Assistant Professor of Public Policy
and Economics, University of Virginia

The big idea

When children get health insur-
ance through Medicaid or the Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program,
known as CHIP, their families benefit
too.

That’s what I found through re-
cent research conducted with two
fellow health economists, Daniel S.
Grossman and Barton Willage. And
it was particularly true for their moth-
ers, who become 5% more likely to be
in a stable marriage and experience a
5.8% reduction in stress levels. Moms
are also less likely to smoke cigarettes
and drink heavily.

We figured this out by comparing
the rates for marriage, mental health
conditions and health behaviors of
mothers whose children are eligible
for Medicaid or CHIP, a joint effort

by states and the federal government
to cover kids in families with relative-
ly modest incomes that are too high
for Medicaid eligibility, with mothers
whose children are less eligible for
these programs.

We also compared the employ-
ment status of low-income mothers
of children who obtained health in-
surance eligibility with those who did
not.

Why it matters

Some 4.3 million children under
the age of 19, or 5.6% of all U.S. kids,
lacked health insurance coverage in
2020 — the most recent data available.
President Joe Biden’s proposed Build
Back Better Act, currently stalled in
the Senate, would help close this gap.

States set their own eligibility re-
quirements for Medicaid and CHIP,
and these thresholds range widely. El-
igibility usually depends on a child’s
age, the number of people in the
household and the family’s income.

For example, in Oregon, a 3-year-
old in a family of three with an an-
nual income of US$33,000 would not
be eligible. That same child living in
Wisconsin, however, would be. And
Wisconsin’s policies are not even the
most generous in the nation.

Previously, researchers have pri-
marily measured the effectiveness of
the Medicaid and CHIP programs for
children by assessing direct effects
related to their own health. Our study
shows that gaining access to govern-
ment-provided health insurance cov-
erage also affects a child’s household
in positive ways.

One reason that’s important: Prior
research has shown that growing up in
a stable home benefits a child’s cogni-
tive development.

What still isn’t known

Our study complements previous
research suggesting that obtaining
health insurance coverage through
Medicaid and CHIP has long-term

effects for children, such as through
higher educational achievement. But
how that happens remains unclear.
That is, do these kids perform better
in school because their health is typ-
ically better than it would have been
— or something else?

Another question that remains is
whether these patterns crop up when
people gain access to other beneficial
programs. For example, when chil-
dren with special needs obtain the ser-
vices they require, does it also benefit
their parents? Or how does student
loan forgiveness improve the lives of
people in a household besides the per-
son who owed the money?

What’s next

We focused on moms because
maternal data was more readily avail-
able. In the future, we would like to
do further research to see whether the
benefits for the fathers of children
who gain health insurance coverage
through Medicaid and CHIP are simi-



