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COMMENTARY / CULTURE 

Well folks, 
darn, he’s back 
in the limelight. 
Ben Carson that 
is. Can’t say that 
we missed him. 
Last we heard 
was when he left 
his gig as a fail-
ure as Housing 
and Urban Di-
rector under the 
previous admin-
istration. 

Now maybe I missed the memo 
but for the life of me I cannot recall any 
grandiose retirement parties on “doc’s” 
behalf at the White House – or while 
he threw down on caviar and grilled 
mushrooms at Mar-a-Lago – before he 
slipped off to who knows where. What 
I do recall were high fives, fist bumps, 
“good riddance” and other sighs of re-
lief.  

So, in case you missed it, Carson, 
who has a laughable history of putting 
his foot into his mouth, decided to ex-
press his “concerns” about President 
Biden’s pledge to choose a Black wom-
an for the Supreme Court. As “doc” ex-
plained it, “we need a Supreme Court 
where we have the best candidates.” 

Wow, whoa, “best candidate?” Man 
are you serious? 

One wonders if Carson took time to 
analyze nominee Ketanji Brown Jack-
son’s credentials. And does he realize 
that the previous president nominated 
9+ judges who were rated “not quali-
fied” by the American Bar Association 
whereas Biden’s nominee has the high-
est possible rating from the American 
Bar Association? Back to Carson short-
ly.

Like millions, I tuned in to Presi-
dent Biden’s public nomination. How-
ever, my elation was soon dimed by 
how frequent the word – dog whistle 
really – “qualified” was tossed around 
in describing her. 

But first, to put this into perspective, 
of the 115 justices who have served on 
the Supreme Court since 1789, 108 – 
94 percent – have been white men and 
zero percent have been Black women. 
ZERO! 

I repeat that, ZERO!
Next, study the following experi-

ence comparation of Jackson and cur-
rent Supreme Court members from the 
Washington Post.

Back to Carson, the New York 
Times’ Charles Blow had a mouthful to 
say about his so-called “concern.” 

“This from one of the most unqual-
ified secretaries of housing and urban 
development the country has ever had; a 

man who didn’t even know the basics of 
his job. When asked at a congressional 
hearing if he knew what R.E.O (“Real 
Estate Owned”) means, Carson seemed 
to think she was referring to an Oreo 
cookie.”

Like Blow and others, Dr. Elwood 
Watson, professor of history, Black, 
gender and sexuality studies at East 
Tennessee State University, was offend-
ed by baseless suggestions about the 
qualifications of Jackson who graduated 
Magna cum Laude as an undergraduate 
at Harvard, was the editor of the Har-
vard Law Review and a Supreme Court 
Clerk. 

Wrote Watson, “when President 
Biden announced his intention to nom-
inate the first Black woman for the Su-
preme Court, some, such as Georgetown 
law professor Ilya Shapiro, even went 
as far as to claim his nominee would be 
seen as a “lesser Black woman.” I re-
peat, “a lesser Black woman.”  And that 
was just the beginning of the asinine 
poppycock that ensued.

Then came former U. N Ambassa-
dor Nikki Haley who tweeted, “Would 
be nice if President Biden chose a Su-
preme Court nominee who is best quali-
fied without a race/sex litmus test.” 

Now if you didn’t know better, 

you’d figure that Haley, who’s angling 
to become president, suffers from acute 
amnesia. How else should we interpret 
her silliness? What she convenient-
ly overlooks is the fact that her former 
boss, a current resident of Mar-a-Lago, 
vowed to name a woman to the Su-
preme Court, and did. 

Not to be outdone wrote Watson, 
Fox News’ Tucker Carlson perversely 
paraded a juvenile rant declaring that 
“Biden should release Judge Jackson’s 
LSAT scores” for public consumption.

“They did not ask to see the test 
scores of Trump’s three nominees, Neil 
Gorsuch, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy 
Coney Barrett,” wrote Watson.

“The unvarnished truth is that every 
person who is not White will confront 
the dim reality that no matter how ac-
complished their career has been, they 
will be labeled as incompetent and lack-
ing in qualifications. Instead of achiev-
ing success through their own hard work 
and intelligence, they’re painted as the 
recipients of preferential and unde-
served treatment.”

Continued Watson, “At one time, 
former president Trump levied the 
charge that President Obama was not 
intelligent enough to get into Columbia 
University and Harvard Law School and 

demanded to see Obama’s grades.”
“Interestingly, this is the same 

Trump whose attorneys threatened legal 
action if the University of Pennsylvania, 
Trump’s alma mater, dared to make his 
grades and test scores available to the 
public. I would argue that such hypocri-
sy speaks volumes.”

Okay readers, I will leave you with 
a two-part assignment – first, research 
the number of times the word “quali-
fied” was bandied about during the three 
Supreme Court nominations by the pre-
vious president. 

Second, investigate the SAT scores 
and college class rankings of members 
of the Senate Judiciary Committee who 
grilled her last week and compare theirs 
with hers. Then let’s resume this dis-
cussion of the word “qualified” once 
you’ve done your homework.

Meantime Mr. Carson, do us a big 
favor and disappear back into the shad-
ows of who knows where. 

© Terry Howard is an award-win-
ning writer and storyteller, a contribut-
ing writer with the Chattanooga News 
Chronicle, The Douglas County Senti-
nel, The BlackMarket.com, co-founder 
of the “26 Tiny Paint Brushes” writers’ 
guild, recipient of the 2019 Dr. Martin 
Luther King Leadership Award.

The Presbyterian Board of Ed-
ucation sent Booth to be trained in 
education at Arkadelphia Acade-
my in Arkansas. She remained at 
that institution for ten years and 
then received a scholarship to at-
tend Philander Smith College in 
Little Rock, Arkansas, where she 
studied general chemistry. She 
graduated in 1940. 

Booth moved to Chicago, Illi-
nois, during World War II to work 
in the defense industry. She took 
a job as a chemist at Doehler-Ja-
vis, a die casting company plant. 
While there, she started classes at 
the Illinois Institute of Technol-
ogy.  She was the only African 
American person in her gradu-
ating class, receiving a degree in 
industrial chemistry. She also be-
gan work as an assistant chemist 
in the Department of Pharmacolo-
gy at the Chicago Medical School. 
While there, she conducted re-
search on preventive health mea-
sures. Booth’s main interest was in 
children’s health and prenatal care, 
but she also worked on treatments 
for sickle cell anemia. 

Soon after moving to Chicago, 
Booth married Robert Booth. He 

fought in World War II, but eight 
years after it ended, he died from 
his war injuries. The couple had no 
children. 

Booth first became a commu-
nity activist during the World War 
II years. She fought for enhanced 
funding for children with sickle 
cell anemia. Booth was also an ac-
tive civic leader on Chicago’s West 
Side. Beginning in the 1940s, she 
served as the chairperson of the 
West Side YWCA, a position she 
held until her professional retire-
ment the 1970s. Booth was one of 
the first members of the Chicago 
Housing Board’s West Side Dis-
trict and served as chairperson of 
the board of Sears Roebuck chari-
ties for the West Side area. Booth 
worked for many notable people 
and organizations during the Civil 
Rights Movement, including fel-
low Chicago activist Albert Ruby, 
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., and 
Jesse Jackson, the leader of Oper-
ation PUSH. She cautioned civil 
rights leaders not to fragment their 
efforts following King’s assassi-
nation in Memphis, Tennessee, in 
1968. 

Katie Booth retired from the 

field of chemistry in the 1970s, but 
she remained civically engaged.  
Her voter registration work in Chi-
cago’s West Side neighborhoods 
extended back as far as the early 
1960s. During the early 1980s, she 
helped with a registration drive 
that led to the election of Harold 
Washington as Chicago’s first 

black mayor. 
In the 1990s, Booth left Chi-

cago to return to Gulfport, Mis-
sissippi, to be with her ill sister. 
She lived in Magnolia Grove, the 
subdivision of Gulfport which 
was her childhood home commu-
nity. Booth stayed active even in 
her nineties, working to expand 
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