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✓EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers 
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

✓SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design, 
wide door, built-in safety bar and 
textured � oor provides a safer bathing 
experience.

✓PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®

TECHNOLOGY
✓LIFETIME WARRANTY!

The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the 
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.

✓44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we’ve seen.

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE!
SAVE $1,500

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available*

877-684-1190
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/chatnews

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

Walk-In Tubs

FREE!
Savings Include an 
American Standard 
Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

 CNC SMALL BUSINESS MALL

Greater Brainerd Dental, 
Dr. Robert J. Clark

5612 Brainerd Rd., Suite 100, 
Chattanooga, TN  37411

423-485-1000
Accepting most PPO insurances 

including Blue Care Plus and 
United HealthCare Dual Complete
Accepting new patients

HERMAN’S SOUL FOOD & CATERING
SOUTHERN COOKING AT ITS FINEST

3821 Brainerd Rd, Chattanooga, TN
(423) 624-5715

SERVICING
East Ridge 

Soddy Daisy 
Red Bank 

Hamilton County 
Collegedale

(423) 413-7090
Ask for Toney Boston

Gary L Hathaway, CLU, LUTCF
Finanical Services Professional

The Company You Keep

CA Ins. Lic. #0F07205

New York Life Insurance Company
Licensed Agent
122 Lee Parkway Drive
Suite 200
Chattanooga, TN 37421
Bus: (423) 499-9615
Fax: (423) 499-9637
Res: (423) 899-6341
ghathaway@ft.newyorklife.com

YOUR BUSINESS 
SHOULD BE HERE!!
for more information 

call or email us
(423) 267-2313 

Adrian@chattnewschronicle.com
newschronicleinc@aol.com

611 E ML King Blvd. Suite 201
Chattanooga, TN  37403

(423) 400-9858
10-2pm (call for appointments)

Faye’s 
Notary Service

Dr. Don O. Rowe 

By Dr. Don O. Rowe, MD, FACC 
More than a year and a half into a global pandem-

ic that has disproportionately impacted communities 
of color, we continue to live through a public health 
tragedy. If there is any hope to be drawn from so 
much hardship and loss, it’s that COVID-19 has reig-
nited new conversations about disease awareness and 
the inequality that still exists in our healthcare system. 

As a cardiologist, who has been treating heart dis-
ease for 12 years, I’ve witnessed how delayed visits 
can impact care within our community. It is always 
upsetting when patients come to my office with ad-
vanced heart disease that potentially could have been 
diagnosed and treated earlier. 

That’s why there is one condition I want every 
patient to be aware of. It’s called transthyretin amy-
loid cardiomyopathy, or ATTR-CM. ATTR-CM is a 
serious and often underdiagnosed cause of heart fail-
ure. 

ATTR-CM is a progressive disease, in which 
over time the heart muscle begins to thicken and 
stiffen. There are two types of ATTR-CM; the wild-
type, which is associated with aging, and the hered-
itary type, which is associated with a gene change 
(mutation) and can be passed down from a relative. 
The most common mutation in the United States, 
known as V122I, is found almost exclusively in Afri-
can Americans. Approximately 3% to 4% of African 
Americans are thought to have the V122I mutation, 
although not all individuals with the V122I mutation 
develop symptoms of hereditary ATTR-CM. 

While heart failure is common among Black, Af-
rican American, and Afro-Caribbean communities, 
hereditary ATTR-CM in these populations is often 
overlooked by doctors for several reasons. In fact, 
some patients with ATTR-CM say they visited up to 
five doctors before receiving an accurate diagnosis. 

This is why I am excited to be partnering with 
Pfizer on Voices for the Heart in Nashville – a com-
munity-based initiative bringing together physicians 
and trusted local organizations within African Ameri-
can, Black, and Afro-Caribbean communities around 
the country to increase awareness of hereditary AT-
TR-CM as an often-underdiagnosed cause of heart 
failure. 

Early signs of ATTR-CM can include an irreg-
ular heartbeat, fatigue, shortness of breath, carpal 
tunnel syndrome, swelling in the hands and feet, and 
numbness and tingling in the hands. Some of these 
symptoms are not traditionally associated with heart 
disease, which may contribute to multiple doctor’s 
appointments and a delayed or incorrect diagnosis. 

I’m committed to spreading awareness of hered-
itary ATTR-CM because I have seen firsthand how a 
delayed diagnosis can adversely impact a patient (and 
their loved ones), making it essential to inform our 

community about this condition – including everyone 
from patients to caregivers to local healthcare provid-
ers. 

If you’re experiencing seemingly unrelated signs 
and symptoms (e.g., irregular heartbeat, fatigue, 
shortness of breath, or carpal tunnel syndrome), have 
a family history of cardiac issues, and have been di-
agnosed with heart failure, talk to your primary care 
doctor or an experienced cardiologist. Whether they 
seem related or not, it’s important to share your symp-
toms and health history. This will allow your doctor to 
provide the care you need and to make an appropriate 
diagnosis. 

Family members and caregivers also have an im-
portant role to play because they sometimes notice 
or remember health symptoms that the patient may 
forget or neglect to mention and help people with he-
reditary ATTR-CM manage their disease. 

As part of the Voices for the Heart effort, myself 
and former NBA basketball player and coach Don 
Chaney, a hereditary ATTR-CM patient himself, will 
be featured speakers at virtual town hall on March 26, 
2022. Don will share his personal story of being di-
agnosed and living with hereditary ATTR-CM. I will 
share more information about hereditary ATTR-CM 
symptoms and diagnosis, and there will be additional 
educational resources on hereditary ATTR-CM avail-
able to the community. For additional information on 
the event, click here and scan the QR code below. 

Working together, we can overcome the chal-
lenge of low awareness and raise our collective voices 
to help educate family members, friends, and neigh-
bors at risk of developing hereditary ATTR-CM. 

For resources on hereditary ATTR-CM, includ-
ing a discussion guide to help conversations with your 
doctor, you can visit www.yourheartsmessage.com/
don. 

Content developed by Pfizer in collaboration 
with Dr. Don Rowe. Dr. Don Rowe is a consultant on 
Pfizer’s Voices for the Heart program.

Listen To Your Heart: Raising Awareness of a 
Serious Heart Condition In African American, 
Black, And Afro-Caribbean Communities 


