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By Chuck Wasserstrom
The walls in her studio are adorned 

with paintings of family, friends and 
self-portraits of her own experiences 
in life.

It’s the life Tamia Spinks knows 
and the only one she can identify with.

“Whether I use my family, friends 
or myself as the subject, my work ex-
plores my identity, my perception of 
life, and what it is like to be Black in 
America,” she wrote in her artist state-
ment, “I use the word ‘Black’ very 
loosely for the simple fact that though 
I am a Black woman, I cannot speak 
for all Black women or Black Amer-
icans in general. My life as a Black 
American is different than another.”

Spinks is a University of Tennes-
see at Chattanooga senior pursuing a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting and 
Drawing. She hones her craft in a stu-
dio located just behind Patten House, 
which sits across Palmetto Street from 
the Fine Arts Center.

“My practice is focused on the 
beauty and aspects of Black life, 
showing people in a positive light 
versus the stereotypical lifestyle--like 
gang affiliations, drugs, no father fig-
ure--that you see in the media. I didn’t 
grow up that way, so it was very hard 
for me to relate to that,” she said.

Spinks grew up in the small West 
Tennessee town of Milan, located 
just north of Jackson. Sports, partic-
ularly football, are popular in Milan, 
she said, and art is underappreciated. 
It was art that spoke to her, though. 
It was soothing. It captivated and in-
spired her.

“I have dealt with social anxiety, 
and art was just my way of coping,” 
she said. “It’s how I relaxed and ex-
pressed myself when I was over-
whelmed with social experiences like 
big events or settings.”

In her hometown, art isn’t con-
sidered a way to make a living. But 
after beginning her academic career 
as a criminal justice major at Jackson 
State Community College, Spinks de-
cided it was time to prove those peo-
ple wrong.

“Even though I had an interest in 
criminal justice, it’s not what I was 
excited about. Art was what I was pas-
sionate about,” she said.

With her parents’ encouragement, 
she finished off her Gen Ed require-
ments at Jackson State before trans-
ferring to UTC to pursue her passion.

“I had heard great things about 
Chattanooga,” she said. “My uncle 
(Nicchaeus Doaks) went there to play 
basketball. This other girl that I knew 
went to school there. And I knew the 

art scene here is appreciated. That’s 
what really drove me to come here.”

Spinks plans to be a role model to 
inspire others and show the naysayers 
in small towns like Milan that art is 
more than a hobby.

“I want to go back to my town and 

be that example for younger students 
and people my age that just don’t have 
that support,” she said. “There are a 
lot of African American contempo-
rary artists out there and they are very  
successful.”

Tamia Spinks’ Art Reflects a Positive Perception of Life

Tamia Spinks works in her studio in the Patten House

Scottie B. Caldwell is spreading 
the word about “Domestic Violence 
Awareness.” The Movie Premiere 
will take place on Saturday, Febru-
ary 26, 2022, from 5-7 at The Arts 
Avenue-Southside, 1800 Rossville 
Avenue, Chattanooga, TN. 

RAGE is about a once loving 
couple, Skye, and Dre. Their mar-
riage became rocky when Skye 
discovered Dre was abusive and 
unfaithful. Dre blamed her for not 
being the type of woman he needed 
her to be. Skye experiences suicid-
al thoughts and is taken on a roller 
coaster ride of emotions.

Scottie B. Caldwell and Ket-
rick Copeland are the main charac-
ters in this film. Charles Patterson 
plays Skye’s brother. Laretta Harri-
son plays Dre’s mother. Other cast 
members include several members 
from Greater Tucker Baptist and 
other local Chattanooga residents.

Scottie Caldwell wrote the 
screenplay and Charles Patterson 
co-wrote and directed the film. Ce-
dric Caldwell and Angie Winans 
Caldwell wrote the theme music 
and song. Cinematography by El-
gin Cahill and Julius Caldwell. 

Mix and mingle with the cast of 
RAGE.

N a - t a l i e 
R o b - i n s o n 
C o - thran , 
P a m Hop-

kins, Charles Patterson, Valitus Ed-
wards, Sr.,          Tiffany Wiltshire, 
Rose Awotula Kehinde, Irvin Over-
ton, Wilhemenia Hogg, Tony Sam-
mons, Alan Knox, Nicole Kalaukoa 
Erskine, Larry Erskine, Danielle 
Perry, Christian Allana Caldwell, 
Alphonso Toliver, Enoushall Kil-
gore, Evelyn Jacobs, Laretta Har-
rison, Rozz Bloodsaw, Kimberly 
Price-Spears, Brenda Carson, Al-

ton Carson, Williams Chavis Di-
ana, Gregory Williams, Dorothy 
Graves, and Jamesetta Gray.

This is a ticket event and A 
short film you do not want to miss! 

*Wearing Masks is encouraged!  
For Tickets and additional informa-
tion:  caldwell.scottie@yahoo.com

RAGE Movie Premiere “Purple Carpet” Mix & Mingle 

WASHINGTON, D.C. -When Trump’s 
three Supreme Court nominees were asked 
if they would vote to overturn Roe v Wade, 
Brett Cavanaugh said it was “established 
precedent”; Neil Gorsuch said he would be 
reluctant to overturn any previous Supreme 
Court decision; and Amy Coney Barrett 
dodged the question.  We are about to find out 
what they really think about a woman’s right 
to choose. The Court’s three newest members 
are expected to uphold a Mississippi law that 
bans all abortions after 15 weeks.  A 6 to 3 
vote in the case would weaken, if not over-
turn, the 1973 landmark Roe v. Wade deci-
sion. The Supremes are expected to make a 
decision in the Mississippi case in June. 

In December, the Supremes let stand a Tex-
as “fetal heartbeat” law (SB 8) that prohibits 
abortions after 6 weeks and sent it back to be 
challenged in a lower court.  “This decision 
means there are no protections under Roe in 
Texas. It also meant that overnight, people in 
Texas are no longer able to get abortion ser-
vices,” said Lisa Matsubara, General Counsel 
for Planned Parenthood Affiliates in Califor-
nia.  Lisa Matsubara is General counsel for 
Planned Parenthood Affiliates of California.  
She noted about 85% abortions occur after 6 
weeks of pregnancy and that those women 
are no longer able to get an abortion without 
traveling out of the state. 

Because women often don’t even know 
they are pregnant at six weeks, the practical 
effect of the law is to ban virtually all abor-
tions in Texas. The law also prohibits defen-
dants who win lawsuits against them from 
collecting attorneys’ fees and costs.  In the 
meantime, abortion providers in California 
and other states have seen women come from 
Texas to get one.  California Planned Parent-
hood health clinics served more than 7,000 
out of state patients in 2021. Since the Texas 
law went into effect five months ago, wait 
times for abortions in Oklahoma went from 
3 days to 3 weeks. 

Conservatives have historically supported 
individuals’ right to autonomy, privacy, and 
freedom from government intrusion.  Not 
when it comes to abortion.  The Texas law 
has punitive provisions that include a pri-
vate right of action allowing citizens to sue 
abortion clinics. And it even puts a bounty on 
providers and women who get turned in for 
violating the law.  Barring a new federal law, 
unlikely to pass the U. S. Senate, women’s 
constitutional right to get an abortion in all 50 
states will soon no longer exist. 

Copycat bills like SB 8 have been intro-
duced in Florida, Arkansas, Ohio, Arizona, 
Missouri, and Alabama.  Legislators in five 
other states have announced their intention 
to introduce similar bills. Those are Indiana, 
Mississippi, North Dakota, South Dakota, 
and West Virginia. Tennessee has several 
anti-abortion bills, including a fetal heartbeat 
bill, that are waiting in the wings. 

“The states have really been a battleground 
for abortion access in recent years,” Matsub-
ara said. Twenty-six states, including Tennes-
see, will likely ban abortions if Rove v. Wade 
is overturned. More than 36 million women, 
nearly one half of all women of reproductive 
age (18-49) will lose abortion access if Roe is 
overturned.  Abortion rights have been con-
stitutionally protected for nearly 50 years, so 
why the sudden change?  It’s not based on 
how people feel about it. A PEW poll in May 
2021 found 59% of Americans thought abor-
tion should be legal and 39% said it should 
be illegal. 

Right to Life activists were not been able 
to impose their religious belief on all Ameri-
cans so for more than two decades, they have 
employed a strategy to pass restrictive abor-
tion laws one state at a time. More important-
ly, they have engaged in a grand strategy to 
change the make-up of the federal judiciary. 
They have successfully politicized the courts 
and it was President Trump who set the stage 
for a legal challenge to Roe v Wade today. 

Trump appointed 231 federal judges, over-
whelming white, and they were picked for 
their opposition to abortion. They are also 
young and with lifetime appointments, they 

will be around for a long time.  Regarding the 
Supreme Court, the Republicans blocked a 
pro-abortion nominee, Merrick Garland, and 
changed the Senate rules to get Neil Gorsuch 
approved by a simple majority. Two other 
Trump nominees, Brett Kavanaugh and Amy 
Coney Barrett, shifted the make-up of the 
high court to a 6-3 conservative majority. 

What does it mean for whom? 
“If Roe were to be overturned it does not 

necessarily mean abortion would be illegal in 
every state. That would be up to each state 
to decide what those restrictions are. It also 
means states are free to decide whether or not 
to make sure abortion remains legal in their 
state,” Matsubara said. She said if you have 
means, you could afford to travel to another 
state to get an abortion.  “This is an issue that 
disproportionately impacts people who are 
low income as well as women of color,” she 
said. 

“You’re talking about young people, some 
who have never traveled outside their state 
before,” said Jodi Hicks, CEO and President 
of Planned Parenthood Affiliates in Cali-
fornia.  Access to abortion for low-income 
patients and women of color would have to 
include childcare, travel costs, time off from 
work, and places to stay.  Hicks said that 60% 
of women who visit their clinics are people 
of color, 70% are under 30, and 80% are on 
some sort of Medicaid program.   

Of the 36 million women impacted if Roe 
were overturned are 5 million Black women, 
5.7 million Latinos, 1.1 million Asian people, 
and 340,000 native people would lose access 
to abortion services across the country. 

“The reality is that those are the commu-
nities that already face significant barriers to 
care,” Hicks said.  She said the Hyde Amend-
ment (1980) prohibits using federal funds to 
pay for abortions except those pregnancies 
arising from incest or rape.  “This is a dis-
criminatory policy and it impacts most Black, 
Latino, and indigenous people who are expe-
rience poverty at twice the rate of their White 
counterpart in 2019,” she said.   Hicks not-
ed that those same communities of color are 
more likely to rely on federally funded health 
programs like Medicaid, Medicare, and other 
children’s health programs. 

“Among women aged 15-49, 29% of 
Black women and 25% of Hispanic women 
were enrolled in Medicaid in 2019 compared 
to 15% of White women and 12% of Asian 
women.” Hicks said the Hyde Amendment 
currently affects people in 34 states while 16 
states provide their own funding for abortion 
coverage.  

“The Hyde Amendment leaves 7.8 million 
women 15-49 with Medicaid coverage but 
without abortion coverage. Half of those af-
fected are women of color. Among women 
with Medicaid coverage subject to the Hyde 
Amendment, one in four who seek an abor-
tion are forced to continue the pregnancy,” 
she said.  A University of California study 
found that denying a woman an abortion cre-
ates economic hardship and insecurity that 
lasts for years. They are more likely to stay 
with an abusive partner and unwanted chil-
dren have negative consequences for their 
other children. 

How Roe v. Wade Will Be Overturned 

Donald Trump appointed three anti-abortion justices to the Supreme Court. 

Scottie B. Caldwell


