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The Big Truth: The
Big Problem is the
Big Lie

It’s been a year since
a mob of Trumpists vio-
lently attacked the U.S.
Capitol. They wanted
to stop Congress from
affirming President Joe
Biden’s victory. Some
of them were out for
blood. All of them were
motivated by the former
president’s Big Lie that he won the election but that
his victory was stolen from him and his supporters.

That lie has been debunked by journalists and
election officials—both Republicans and Demo-
crats. It has been rejected by courts. But it has never
been abandoned by Trump or his right-wing allies.
And so one year after it fueled an attack on Con-
gress and the Constitution, the Big Lie is still a big
threat to our democracy.

The Big Lie causes big harms in lots of ways
by fueling anger and mistrust about our elections
among Trump’s base.

Many if not most Republican officials know
that Trump’s Big Lie is not true. But they are cyni-
cal and corrupt enough to use it to justify new voter
suppression laws and other schemes to overturn the

Lawrence Brooks, Oldest U.S.
Veteran of WWII, Dies at 112
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will of the voters. Far-right activists have harassed
and threatened election officials across the country.
And they are trying to get elected to state and local
positions that will give them the power to oversee
future elections.

Donald Trump would love to go into the 2024
elections knowing that he has loyal Trumpists in
place to reject or “find” as many votes as he needs
to declare victory. That’s why Trump has endorsed
the effort by Rep. Jody Hice to replace Georgia’s
Republican secretary of state Brad Raffensperger.
Raffensperger refused to embrace the Big Lie, stood
up to Trump’s bullying, and respected the will of the
voters. Hice has promoted the Big Lie. That’s the
kind of guy Trump wants deciding which votes to
count—and not count—in 2024.

Trump has endorsed other secretary of state can-
didates, and his political henchman Steve Bannon
in encouraging Trumpists to try to replace election
officials at the local level. Meanwhile, state legisla-
tors are making it easier for partisan Republicans in
state legislatures to mess with vote counting by tak-
ing control from local officials — and even to simply
override the will of the voters.

That is why we urgently need new federal vot-
ing rights legislation—and why we need senators
and President Biden to work together to overcome
“states’ rights” Republicans and their use of fili-
buster rules to block the Freedom to Vote Act and
John Lewis Voting Rights Advancement Act. Both
pieces of legislation take on both voter suppression
and election subversion. The John Lewis Act would
make it illegal for a public official to “willfully fail
or refuse to certify” an election victory by the candi-
date who gets the most votes. The Freedom to Vote

Act only allows local election administrators to be
removed by the state if they have a legitimate cause
to do so.

As Sen. Raphael Warnock said on Jan. 4, “Our
democracy is in peril and time is running out.”

“This is a moral moment,” Sen. Warnock said.

Indeed it is.

There’s also another moral duty facing our
elected leaders. And that’s finding out the truth
about the Capitol insurrection and those who incit-
ed it, planned it, facilitated it, and have since tried
to downplay or cover-up that assault on our democ-
racy. Criminals need to be held accountable for their
crimes—and not just those who smashed windows
and attacked Capitol police.

Republicans love to talk tough about the rule of
law, but now many of them are resisting the rule of
law by trying to undermine and obstruct the House
committee investigating the insurrection. And
they’re trying to rewrite history, downplaying the
violence and portraying its perpetrators as patriots.

The problem for them is that the violent reality
of that day has been well documented. The same is
true for other casualties of the Big Lie, including
harassment and threats against election officials.

The Big Lie and all those who have spread it
have created a dangerous reality in which millions
of Americans falsely believe that President Joe
Biden’s election was illegitimate and that Donald
Trump should still be our president. And that makes
them more willing to determine the outcome of elec-
tions through violence or the raw exercise of power.
In the year ahead, we need to defend democracy by
answering the Big Lie with the truth, and by acting
to defend our democracy at the ballot box.

By Doha Madani (NBC News)

The country’s oldest surviving
World War II veteran, Lawrence
Brooks, died Wednesday at the age
of 112, according to the National
WWII Museum in New Orleans.

Brooks, a Louisiana native and
resident, was drafted in 1940 and
served in the Army’s 91st Engi-
neer Battalion. His battalion was a
predominately Black group of ser-
vicemen, due to the military’s seg-
regation practices at the time.

Stephen J. Watson, president
and CEO of the National WWII
Museum, called Brooks a man of
great faith and “gentle spirit.”

“As the nation’s oldest known
living veteran, he proudly served
our country during World War II,

and returned home to serve his
community and church,” Watson
said. “His kindness, smile and
sense of humor connected him to
generations of people who loved
and admired him.”

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Ed-
wards offered condolences in a
statement on Twitter. “I am sor-
ry to hear of the passing of Mr.
Lawrence Brooks, America’s old-
est World War II veteran and a
proud Louisianan,” Edwards said
Wednesday. “I am thankful T had
the chance to meet him and learn
from his service.”

Born in a small village outside
of Baton Rouge, Brooks was one
of 15 children. His parents were
sharecroppers who moved to Mis-
sissippi to find work after the Great

Depression, according to the Army
Times. He was initially discharged
and returned to New Orleans in
November 1941 after his obligato-
ry year of service, but rejoined the
Army following the attack on Pearl
Harbor weeks later.

Brooks served overseas in Aus-
tralia, New Guinea and the Philip-

pines, earning his way to private
first class. He once shared the story
of a harrowing journey on a C-47
going from Australia to New Guin-
ea when an engine failed.

The crew began unloading
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