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NATIONWIDE  — Tannera 
George Gibson,  a partner at Burch 
Porter & Johnson, was announced as 
the first Black female president of the 
Memphis Bar Association during the 
group’s annual meeting on Thursday, 
Dec. 2, 2021. 

The president’s gavel passed from 
one groundbreaker to another at the 
Memphis Bar Association’s annual 
meeting Thursday, Dec. 2.Tannera 
George Gibson became the first Black 
female president after taking the reins 
from Peter Gee Jr., the bar’s 2021 and 
first Asian American president. 

Also the first Black female partner 
in the Burch, Porter & Johnson firm, 
Gibson started her first speech as pres-

ident by citing a letter that the firm’s 
late partner, Lucius Burch, wrote to 
the local bar in 1963. He advocated 
for racially integrating the association. 
Looking at the association’s photos of 
past presidents, Gibson said: “It was 
a bit jarring, to be honest, that no one 
who looks like me has ever held this 
position in 147 years.” 

While the local bar has been had 
two Black male presidents, Gibson is 
the first Black female president.  “It’s 
equally impactful to receive the gavel 
from Peter Gee,” she said, addressing 
her predecessor. “No one looked like 
you, either.” Gibson said she thought 
a lot about what meaning to take from 
the Memphis Bar Association be-

ing led for the first time by an Asian 
American and by a Black female. 

“It occurred to me that this mo-
ment encompasses all of the descrip-
tors (Burch) mentioned in that let-
ter,” Gibson said.  Diverse leadership 
brings diverse experiences and diverse 
perspectives to the association, she 
said. 

  “It’s the audacity to believe that 
by bringing diverse voices to the table, 
to the leadership, we can advance to-
gether,” she said. “I truly believe with 
all of us, anything is possible.” 

Gibson also expressed gratitude 
for the support and many opportuni-
ties she’s received. Among others, she 
singled out the mentoring of fellow 
Burch, Porter & Johnson law partner 
Les Jones and Bruce McMullen of 
Baker Donelson. 

“They are mentors, but it’s more 
accurate to call them my brothers at 
this point,” she said. “I honestly don’t 
know where I’d be if I had not listened 
to their counsel…”She and others 
praised Gee for guiding the associ-
ation — and even growing its mem-
bership — during the depths of the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Peter has got to be the coolest 
head in the middle of chaos,” Gib-
son said. “… I can’t imagine having 
served with a better person.”  Gee, a 
partner with Morgan & Morgan-Mem-
phis, said he’s sometimes asked what 
he receives in return for volunteering 
so many hours to the bar association. 
The best reward, he said, are the rela-
tionships and all the small, day-to-day 
interactions the president experiences. 

“You get to be around a lot of good 
people,” Gee said. “It’s a tremendous 
amount of work. Those people give 
their personal time for the betterment 
of the community,” Gee said. “That is 

what the Memphis Bar Association is 
all about.” 

 About 12,000 Memphians have 
been helped through pro bono legal 
clinics 

The association promotes, among 
other things, professional develop-
ment, wellness, summer internships 
for high school students and pro bono 
legal help for the disadvantaged. 

Earlier Thursday, Gibson de-
scribed for The Daily Memphian her 
plans for two initiatives in 2021 for the 
bar association. 

One will be a new leadership pro-
gram that helps groom law school 
students before they become lawyers.  
“So many things they don’t teach in 
law school,” she said.  For example, 
many law students don’t understand 
how to network and interview for 
jobs, “especially if they don’t have re-
al-life work experience” or a mentor, 
Gibson said. Another initiative Gibson 
plans is to form a President’s Coun-
cil — a group of seven or nine lawyers 
— tasked with choosing and complet-
ing one goal for the year. 

“I’m open to different ideas and 
input from them about what project 
it will be,” she said.An experience 
Gibson had in helping a senior citizen 
inspires her to form the President’s 
Council. 

Due to a lack of information or 
misinformation, the elderly woman 
nearly lost her house to a tax sale, 
Gibson said. Preventing the loss of 
her longtime home “took tremendous 
effort,” she said.  Reforming the le-
gal process to avoid such confusion is 
one example of a goal the President’s 
Council could achieve in a year, Gib-
son said.  “I want a very realistic goal,” 
she said. (Story by Tom Bailey)

NATIONWIDE -- U.S. Secre-
tary of Education Miguel Cardona 
this week announced $182 million 
in new grant awards to 30 school 
districts, institutions of higher edu-
cation, and nonprofit organizations 
across the United States as part of 
the Education Innovation and Re-
search (EIR) program. These grants 
will support local efforts to devel-
op, implement, and take to scale 
entrepreneurial and evidence-based 
projects that have the potential to 
improve academic achievement for 
underserved students.

“Especially as students, edu-
cators, and school communities 
continue to heal and recover from 
the pandemic, we must invest in 
programs that are innovative and 
backed by evidence of what works 
to ensure that our education system 
can fully and effectively address 
the academic and social-emotional 
needs of our children,” said Secre-
tary Cardona. “These grants will 
help to offer rich opportunities to 
accelerate students’ learning and 
nurture their development. I look 
forward to seeing how Education 
Innovation and Research Grants 
help take promising practices to 
scale.”    

The EIR program helps the 
field design, scale, and validate pro-
grams with the potential to solve 
education’s most pressing prob-
lems. Twenty six of the 30 grant-
ees address at least one of the pri-
orities included in the competition 
for responding to the impact of the 
pandemic or promoting equity in 
student access to high-quality ed-
ucational resources and opportuni-
ties. 

As a result, the EIR grantees are 
exploring innovations for potential 
models for how the nation can ad-
dress the impact of school closures 
and lost instructional time resulting 
from the pandemic, including: 

increasing student learning in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math (STEM) by providing 
tools to support a school-based tu-
toring program with volunteer tu-
tors;  

utilizing a literacy intervention 
for kindergarten through third grade 
that delivers research-based one-
on-one tutoring and family engage-
ment; 

supporting second-graders’ lit-
eracy learning recovery among un-
derserved and rural populations;  

increasing the number of stu-
dents who feel they belong, demon-
strate resilience, and build positive 
relationships through social emo-
tional learning (SEL) instruction 
and enhanced family therapy and 
health services. 

Within this cohort of grants, the 
EIR program is supporting: 

more than $46 million in grants 
to rural areas;  

more than $67 million in grants 
focused on STEM education (in-
cluding computer science); and

more than $73 million in grants 
supporting SEL projects.[1] 

A full list of selected grant-
ees can be found at: https://oese.
ed.gov/offices/office-of-discretion-
ary-grants-support-services/inno-
vation-early-learning/.

 [1] Some grantees focus on 
both STEM education and rural ar-
eas, SEL and rural areas, or STEM 
education and SEL and are counted 

NATIONAL

By Thomas L. Knapp 

“White supremacists embraced 
cryptocurrency early in its devel-
opment, ” Michael Edison Hayden 
and Megan Squire report at the 
Southern Poverty Law Center’s 
Hatewatch blog, “and in some cas-
es produced million-dollar profits 
through the technology, reshaping 
the racist right in radical ways.” 

I have no doubt the claim is 
true.  What’s also true is a note 
several paragraphs into the piece: 
“Nothing is inherently criminal or 
extreme about it, and most of its 
users have no connections to the 
extreme far right. “ 

You’re not going to hear much 
about that angle on the story in 
mainstream media reports on the 
topic, though.  Political cover-
age of cryptocurrency tends more 
toward cultivating moral panic 
— arousing the public to fright 
whether the facts justify that con-
cern or not — than about care with 
such inconvenient facts. 

Having mined out the moral 
panics over cryptocurrency being 
used by drug dealers and human 
traffickers, it was certain beyond 
doubt that the next step would be 
tarring Bitcoin and its siblings and 
children with the brush of racism 
and antisemitism (and trying to dip 
libertarianism in that tar as well). 
NBC News gets right to work on 
the matter, quoting report co-au-
thor Squire: 

“Crypto looked to [the far 
right] like an interesting toy and 
a way of being in charge of their 
money and not having to use cen-
tral banking. Then when you layer 
the antisemitism, on top of that, 
as in ‘the banks are controlled by 
the Jews,’ it makes a lot of sense 
why these early adopters, these 
libertarian-styled guys, would get 
involved in Bitcoin so early.” 

Just to be clear, libertarianism 
is neither inherently “right-wing” 
(I’m a left-libertarian myself) nor 
has anything whatsoever to do 
with anti-semitism. Many of lib-
ertarianism’s foremost framers 
and thought leaders, from Ludwig 
von Mises to Ayn Rand to Milton 
Friedman to Murray Rothbard, 
have been Jews, and the Libertar-
ian Party’s platform “condemn[s] 
bigotry as irrational and repug-
nant.” Libertarians dislike govern-
ment currencies and central bank-
ing because we like freedom, not 
because we hate Jews. 

One attractive feature of cryp-
tocurrency is that it reduces inter-
ference from intermediaries who 
might not want to do business with 
marginalized groups, and from 
governments persecuting those 
groups. It doesn’t care wheth-
er those groups are good or bad, 
loved or hated, socially accepted 
or socially ostracized. 

That doesn’t just include drug 
dealers, or human traffickers, or 
child pornographers, or racists. It 
includes immigrants who need an 
easy way to send money home. 
It includes adult, consensual sex 
workers whose incomes and as-
sets remain under constant threat 
from the police. It includes anyone 
who’d like a little privacy, please. 

Nor is cryptocurrency unique 
in that respect. You know what 
else all of the groups I just named 
use? Cash. Yes, all those people 
use the same little green pieces of 
paper you probably keep in your 
own wallet for times when the fast 
food joint’s debit card terminal is 
down. 

Cryptocurrency is money that 
doesn’t care who you are. It just 
does its job. And that’s a good 
thing. 
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